Sent: Thursday, May 06, 2010 4:11 PM

Subject: [BEHS] FOOD RECALL

 
ATTENTION: URGENT!

Please forward the following information to your environmental health specialist as soon as possible.

TO:               Local Environmental Public Health Agencies

FROM:          Mary Fandrey, EPHS V

DATE:           May 6, 2010

SUBJECT:    Freshway Foods Romaine Lettuce Recall

A recall has been initiated by Freshway Foods due to a potential link between consumption of romaine lettuce products distributed by this firm and illness from E. coli 0145.

The firm’s press release says the recalled shredded romaine lettuce was sold to restaurants, in-store salad bars, in-store delis and other food service outlets, (institutional settings) in the following areas: Alabama, Connecticut, District of Columbia, Florida, Georgia, Illinois, Indiana, Kansas, Kentucky, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, Missouri, New Jersey, New York, North Carolina, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia, West Virginia, and Wisconsin. 
The recalled shredded romaine lettuce has a “best if used by” date of May 12 or earlier.  The Freshway Foods press release advises restaurants, distributors, and retailers to throw out or refrain from using shredded romaine lettuce from Freshway Foods with these “use by” dates. Additionally, Freshway Foods is advising consumers not to eat “grab and go” salads sold at Marsh supermarkets and Kroger grocery stores.
Shredded romaine lettuce from Freshway Foods with “use by” dates after May 12 are not involved in this voluntary recall.  Romaine lettuce and other types of lettuce and leafy greens from other producers are also not affected by this recall.  It is important to note that bulk and prepackaged romaine or bagged salad mixes containing romaine that were purchased in supermarkets are not included in this recall; 
A list of all recalled products is available at the following link on Freshway Food’s website  http://www.freshwayfoods.com/recall/. The list includes products distributed under the Freshway label and Imperial SYSCO.  

At this time, we do not have distribution information as to which specific facilities received these products, however, we want you to be alert to the potential for illness.  In the interest of public health, it would be advisable to check with some restaurant and retail outlets as to who their supplier is; and if they have these products; if they have been advised of the recall; and to remove product from sale.  

If you have any questions regarding this listserve, please contact Cathy Sullivan at cathy.sullivan@dhss.mo.gov.
Bureau of Environmental Health Services

Section for Disease Control and Environmental Epidemiology

Department of Health and Senior Services

State of Missouri


Please visit our websites at:

http://www.dhss.mo.gov/
http://www.dhss.mo.gov/EHOG_manual/
http://www.dhss.mo.gov/EnvironmentalChildCare/
http://www.dhss.mo.gov/FoodSafety/
http://www.dhss.mo.gov/Lodging/
http://www.dhss.mo.gov/Lead/
http://www.dhss.mo.gov/Onsite/
