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West Plains, MO  65775
Foundation Awards Grants to Local Organizations                                                                                       Funding Supports Obesity Prevention, Tobacco Cessation, Women’s Health Programs


(ST. LOUIS) – Four nonprofits in south central Missouri have received a total of $455,017 in grants from the Missouri Foundation for Health (MFH).  Funding supports nonprofit organizations that work to improve the health of thousands of Missourians.  Howell County Health Department received funding to promote and provide smoking cessation in the area.  


MFH’s Tobacco Prevention and Cessation Initiative (TPCI) is a multi-year effort to reduce tobacco use in the state through a variety of funding strategies.  MFH awarded TPCI grants to:


Howell County Health Department, West Plains, $41,763.  With MFH funding, the health department is expanding access to smoking cessation classes and services through the “Missouri Model for Brief Smoking Cessation Program” and will increase their efforts to promote the 1-800-QUIT NOW and www.becomeanex.org programs.  Classes will be offered in West Plains and Willow Springs to Howell County residents.  Class participants will be able to receive free nicotine replacement therapy (NRT) in the form of patches if they desire.    Classes will be free to Howell County residents and will consist of 4 sessions every 2 weeks.  Class size is limited but multiple classes a year will be offered.  Classes in West Plains will start on November 17th at 5:30 pm at the health department.  Please call 417-256-7078 to sign up.  

Established in 2000, MFH is the largest nongovernmental funder of community health activities in Missouri.  MFH is in its seventh year of grant making, having issued more than $350 million in grants and awards to date.  It is dedicated to serving the uninsured, underinsured and underserved in 84 Missouri counties and the City of St. Louis.

